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Frye Festival to present online programming from April 17 to 26, 2020 

  

Moncton, NB, Tuesday, April 2, 2020 - The Frye Festival has announced that it will present 17 events, about a third of its 
scheduled programming, on digital platforms from April 17 to 26. The 2020 Festival, the 21st edition of this annual event, had 
to be cancelled due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. The events offered will differ slightly from those originally planned.  

According to Executive Director Émilie Turmel, “The Frye Festival plays an important role in Atlantic Canada’s literary sector 
as creators, publishers, and booksellers alike rely on us tremendously. Our goal is to generate visibility for our authors and 
their works, to create opportunities similar to those afforded by participating in a book festival. Even though we won’t be able 
to recreate the energy of an actual festival, we truly hope that viewers will add to their to-be-read piles from the comfort of their 
own home.” 

Much loved by children and families, our traditional story-time events will brighten up your mornings. Six readings will be 
presented at 11 a.m. on Facebook. This revised version of our youth programming will feature Simon Boulerice (Je vais à la 
gloire), Lana Button (What If Bunny’s NOT a Bully?), Nathasha Pilotte (Luna the Cat Doesn’t Like That), Marilou Savoie and 
Pauline Dugas (Appi et le parfum puant), Jillian Tamaki (My Best Friend), and Chloé Varin (Vendredi 13). 

As for adult programming, the Festival will be offering author-in-conversation events (broadcast daily at 6 p.m. on the 
Festival’s Facebook page), as well as readings presented in audio or video formats. Authors who have already agreed to 
participate digitally include Sally Armstrong (The Nine Lives of Charlotte Taylor), Catherine Banks (It Is Solved by Walking), 
Chris Eaton (Symphony No. 3), Sheree Fitch (You Won’t Always Be this Sad), Alix Ohlin (Dual Citizens), Robin Richardson 
(Try Not to Get Too Attached), and Jesse Thistle (From the Ashes). 

Several of their Francophone counterparts will also be participating in online events, including Emma Haché (Exercice de 
l’oubli), Lisa L’Heureux (Et si un soir), Sonya Malaborza (traductrice de L’accoucheuse de Scots Bay), Blaise Ndala (Sans 
capote ni kalachnikov), Jean-Christophe Réhel (Peigner le feu), Zachary Richard (Zuma 9), Jonathan Roy (Savèches à 
fragmentation), and Audrée Wilhelmy (Blanc Résine). 

The Festival’s Poets flyés, Kayla Geitzler and Jean-Philippe Raîche, are continuing to bring the written word to Greater 
Monctonians… albeit from their homes. Accompanied by musicians Sébastien Michaud and Denis Surette, they will deliver 
their bilingual opening poem online on Friday, April 17 at 10 a.m. to kick off this revised version of the Festival. The unveiling 
of their respective community projects, Chez nous in Moncton and 12 poèmes, is postponed indefinitely. 

Most of our authors’ books can be purchased through local bookseller and long-time Festival partner Tidewater Books.   

We hope these family-friendly literary events are a bright light in these isolated times! 
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