
Press release 
For immediate release  

 

Frye Festival: The 21st annual festival exceeds expectations! 

Moncton, April 26, 2020 – As the Frye Festival team was preparing for its 21st annual event, it decided to transition to an 
online format in an effort to fulfill its mandate while respecting stay-at-home measures implemented by the New Brunswick 
government. The 2020 edition of Atlantic Canada’s largest literary happening concluded successfully on Sunday, after 10 
days of virtual events, with Tea Time and L’heure du thé, two captivating events featuring readings by nine authors living in 
four different time zones. 

Through its online platforms, the Frye Festival, which usually takes place throughout Greater Moncton, brought its celebration 
of Canadian and international literature to living rooms across New Brunswick (73 %) and Canada (23 %), and around the 
world (4 %)1. More than 1,100 festivalgoers participated in the Festival’s 17 events broadcast through Facebook Live 
(@FryeMoncton), including a roundtable discussion, three readings, six children’s events, and seven authors-in-conversation 
events, for a total of 558 minutes of CanLit. A lineup of 29 writers took part in these events, including Sally Armstrong (ON), 
Michael Crummey (NL), Chris Eaton (NB), Amanda Parris (ON), Michel Rabagliati (QC), and Jesse Thistle (ON).  

“The conditions created by confinement measures could have meant the cancellation of the 2020 Frye Festival, but the team’s 
resourcefulness and determination in coming up with a creative solution made it possible for booklovers to enjoy literary 
programming,” said Yves Doucet, President of the Frye Festival’s Board of Directors. “The response from the general public 
has been so positive that the team is looking at possibly integrating some of the new learnings into future in-person editions of 
the Festival”. The 17 videos produced and broadcast by the Festival were highly successful, so far generating more than 
4,850 interactions (comments, shares, likes) and garnering more than 25,300 views, including 15,768 unique viewers, for a 
total of 46,049 minutes of online listening. The videos will be available on the Frye Festival’s Facebook page until April 30, 
after which date the readings and in-conversations events will migrate to YouTube.  

For their part, Poets Flyés Kayla Geitzler and Jean-Philippe Raîche, who are also the City of Moncton’s Poets Laureate, 
delivered a bilingual opening poem inspired by Boccaccio’s Decameron and other great literary works in an echo of the 
ongoing pandemic. They have both been attending most of the Festival’s programming from home to draw inspiration for their 
closing poem. Traditionally presented during one of the Festival’s signature events, Frye Jam, this poem will be presented in a 
format yet to be determined. 

The Festival’s Executive Director, Émilie Turmel, is both proud and touched by the unexpected turn of events: “Author 
participation, the quality of interactions and presentations, the public response, and media coverage… it has all exceeded our 
expectations given the current situation. Arts and culture are essential in terms of crisis, and the entire team is proud to have 
fostered a love for reading and writing in hundreds of households. This experience will undoubtedly inform our reflections on 
the various ways of celebrating literature, even if nothing beats human contact.” 

The Frye Festival thanks its generous partners and the literary community that came together around its online programming. 
The team looks forward to resuming its regular activities, including a series of writing workshops as part of year-round 
programming this fall (circumstances permitting). Meanwhile, everyone is invited to keep feeding their imaginations by 
ordering festival authors’ books from official bookseller Tidewater Books (506-536-0404 or tidewaterbooks.ca). The team will 
gladly facilitate delivery in the Greater Moncton area. 
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1 Countries of residence of viewers who interacted, shared, or commented during one of the Frye Festival’s virtual events between April 17 and 26 include 
France, United States, Ireland, Congo (DRC), Italy, Cyprus, Vietnam, Spain, Brazil, Bangladesh, United Kingdom, Burkina Faso, Argentina, Germany, 
Switzerland, Thailand, and Israel.  
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