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COVID-19: cancellation of the 21st annual Frye Festival 
 
 

Moncton, Tuesday, March 17, 2020 – The Frye Festival’s Executive Director and Board of Directors have made 
the heartbreaking decision to cancel the 21st edition of the Festival, which was to be held April 17 to 26, 2020. 
Experts are saying that social distancing is the best way to flatten the curve of the pandemic, and we want to 
ensure the health of members of our community.  
 
For more than 20 years, the Frye Festival has brought wonderful contemporary writers to Greater Moncton to 
celebrate reading and writing with our community. Each year, more than 12,000 festivalgoers, including 6,000 
students in Kindergarten to Grade 12, participate in 60 public events and 100 school visits. In addition, more than 
50 partners and 60 volunteers join our team, ensuring the success of the event. We will miss the enthusiasm and 
energy of all these contributors. However, this year, the priority is to take care of ourselves, our families, friends, 
and members of our community to protect those most vulnerable.  
 
We will contact all our guests and partners to take stock of the situation over the coming days.  
 
Across the country, several cultural organizations are being made to cancel or postpone their programming. This 
situation will have a grave impact on the Canadian literary sector, especially on the revenues of authors and local 
bookstores. In this time of self-isolation, we invite you all to join us on our social media networks (@FryeMoncton on 
Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter). Throughout April, our team will make reading suggestions and talk about books 
from the authors we had invited and confirmed for this 21st edition. Since our bookseller, Tidewater Books, had 
already stocked up on titles in English and in French, it’ll be easy for you to order festival books while supporting a 
local business.  
 
So while we wait for life to get back to normal, come meet us on our digital platforms!  
 
On behalf of the entire Festival team and Board of Directors, thank you for your understanding and your support. 
We look forward to seeing you for our 2020-2021 season! 
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For more information, contact:  
 
Emilie Peltier, media relations 
media@frye.ca / 506.850.6959 
 
Émilie Turmel, Executive Director 
dg.ed@frye.ca / 418.952.5888 
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